Semiothisa species elephaniedestructa n. sp., lannaensis n. sp., suthepensis n. sp.
INTRODUCTION
In Semiothisa Hübner, 1818 , one of the larger genera of geometrid moths, there are several species in which adult males are known to feed on various mammalian body fluids.
S. inaequilinea (Warren, 1911) in S Africa, S. eleonora (Stoll, 1780) (previously recorded as S. fasciata (Fabricius, 1775) ), and possibly 5. myandaria (Walker, 1863) (du Toit 1958; Büttiker 1964) . More recently S. nora (Walker, 1861) , S. placida (recorded as S. khasiana sinotibetaria Wehrli, 1932 , and as Semiothisa sp. 1), S. elvirata (Guenée, 1857) , S. eleonora (as S. fasciata and 5. nora), S. triangulata , S. lacriphaga n. sp. and 5. hollowayi n. sp. were found to be lachryphagous and/or zoophilous in Thailand, Malaysia, China, and Indonesia (Bänziger 1973 (Bänziger , 1983 (Bänziger , 1988 , and in prep.).
Some further 20 taxa, presently under systematic analysis, were observed by the senior author during the past decade in SE Asia, especially N Thailand; they mostly sucked perspiration, wound fluids, mosquito-exuded blood-droplets, but sometimes also lachrymation at eyes of Ungulata, Proboscidea, and occasionally man.
Some species of Semiothisa are very variable in their habitus and may also be exceedingly similar to related taxa, so that often only genitalic analysis can ensure correct identification. Genitalia of nearly all specimens caught were examined, leading to the discovery of several new species and new synonymies, some of which are treated below.
Study of large series collected throughout the year showed that some taxa with identical genitalia have forms with very light coloration and strikingly reduced markings (cf. Figs [1] [2] [3] [4] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] . Some of these taxa had been given species status in the past but there is convincing evidence that they are only infrasubspecific entities. Namely, (i) Holloway (1976 Holloway ( , 1982 , for Taiwan by Inoue (1978) , and for Japan by Inoue (1971, 1976, 1977) and Inoue et al (1982 This is the fourth in a series of studies aiming to clarify the taxonomy of zoophilous Lepidoptera, the previous having dealt with some Pyralidae (Bänziger 1987 Diagnosis. Close to S. epicharis Wehrli, 1932, S. inchoata (Walker, 1861) and some dry season forms of S. eleonora. However, the triangle on costal margin near the apex of the fore wing is missing in S. elephantedestructa and the postmedial fascia is less acutely angled near the costa. Genitalic differences are clear as noted below. Description. Male (Figs 1-4 (Bänziger 1988 20.111., 10.VII.1982 , 6., 20.IV. 1984 , 16. III. 1988 , genitalia slides 1200 (BMNH), 1316, 1687 (both DEFACU), 1065 (MHNG), 770, 823, 824, 1012, 1190, 1696, 2688. lo-, (Moore, 1888) , S. intermediaria (Leech, 1897) , and S. myandaria. The male syntypes of S. pluviata (Fabricius, 1798) are without genitalia; it is a somewhat smaller and differently patterned species which may well be a senior synonym of S. stenotrigonum Wehrli, 1932 . The identification of all the above species is based on holotypes unless otherwise stated.
Biology. Immature stages unknown. As oligolachryphagous adults, the males occasionally sucked lachrymation from elephant but more frequently imbibed various body fluids from this and from water buffalo; the moths also sucked perspiration on the author's hand and from the clothes of his assistant (Bänziger 1988 (Büttiker 1964; Bänziger 1973 Bänziger , 1988 , and in preparation) from mammals, and occasionally from man (Fig. 17) .
